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Bhs pt os ir,40 Lay forth\the' lines and rerviers of this 
diviſion 0 Church-power; \unto all. the"ſeberall* Jubjeers of it, 10 the. 
end to the comtentions \now on foot, | about" it. "And in generall 
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comminrid+" Thug look! whar evet power or rightany 0 ET 

js hers {ubjeds thereof may have; they have ic each,a 

mediatly- (that 2, in reſped of a mediation of delegation or = 
dance#n each other Y from Chriſt, aud-ſo_ are each; the firſtſabjeas 
_ of that 'power ther is allotted 'to6 them, And for the particilar eb 


7088 themſulwerj hee 'follotor wr that fivi fron (in the'bandliny of 


- whichthe Controverſies iſe Jelfbetbnioden canFyds "To wit, Sm! 


power-each frngle Congregation (mbich 15 Indowed wah a Chiter 
tobe aboth-politique to (Chriſt ) bath granted to it to extrciſe within 

3 ſelf ah #. What incifure, vf''rarber,! kidde of power Chr: raft 
hath placethint Neiyhbour-hurehes wiihous it; "and" in afſocigi ti 


on weth: 7 on 3 _ r 

Fort ſt: As eſoypieb, , etch i epation; och,” as 15 bave 
tbe. previle, L inyoyin Presbyrerie, 5 porn of moye or  f | 
Lids proper knto: # = fo. being this Presbyterated;, bez. 
this Incarpodate body' on ſociety "fo be theficſt anal prim\iry / 
come at and entire power within'it \felf over It F 1991 member} 5 5 
the ole native (abjeFt 'of the y”—_ Y Od arilt | Wd 


munication, -bich'3# the ſoeve, nd %H02 of this. 


” =* ' - : ' ' 
LES... a LS. 
% a4 , ae . D #3 
. , " s 


Fion-eant both: of /Biders ubd Brevbrek bp Offer 4 

childrer oO pat $a; > vg a ja 

theitunge FRO F of this"} | 

nts Waite oral foarg an = A er. 
barb, by " Obarurl Fro YiuiLy rih2 up in» owe of ov" m—_ Fare: 


W. ? wart”, a 


y 
o 


pac »i17-eachs. 

Oe or Tin 

th an_afſeciation or conn _— 
i180 Synod; 

of Elders ndich te Reformed 


DE BT 


$5 For arball poer, 


ning - oy, ref fol ond 2 


= 
REY ee ITY 
. 
. 


— 


7 * Waka , ef Qh by 
þ naw coy WET canoe (abies 
Cl Sh, F 


andnſe thereof, 
aneundble.to Wegge.it; ; and inthat em 
prov pu png Is: 
ener felpes, ve, qrezet DP PO 
RET ithe-envd# of alle bog 
ww) Ge the 0: EET. 
Diſcourſe, ar we3\ Middlecway' 
EE Feend) ne Tee fry 
rowniſme; Pregbyteri vern » Lo 
ponies ot me BF pag ui Pont, 
the prople, ond drowns T Elders 


ay oh ble mer ſock , 20k ps ofa, 
bee the En” CON. 


panting Tor PO HTS 
parte: and dif 


at ÞÞ+ oviod ſtote%, 66:.87þ pry is ea ey 
ee... Che ents how ole 
OD es -iv\te tho ___ ws aur 


we firfto:eqd nut bath 

DO eons EYE 

th w we 

aeration bond tb hd teu avents (Wi 5, 
ea 


i 


4 . 4 # , 
t Y EF 7 4 4 ” . 
NY . . . - -.- 
4 : a 4 - : Y p - . j & = I y - 
; bd "7 
4 . C 4 ) ; = 
E ' . 
” * of 
ey 6t0hIf We F7/ 


ined erm foen » oj ans 


= Prue tbole'C gn 


be per rformed M7 Frere 4 4, rs yo mt s-Offcy 
| oe 0g wanary 


rs rp of Diodniny: in Soout egati 
titles to ſpeake to,and debate of matters ore mired in an pres bog Di- 
"wines mbiclthis reverend Author wr pars ome or wag us,is pratliſed. 
x A gaine; in al bnewility,we foe eot' 2 Aſſembly if ApoBlesz: El- 
ders, and'Brethren; As 15' per 20s beeye atormall «-— nibor, HMeſe 
 ſengers;ſent,out of a ſet and combined aſſociation from neig 
hes; but an Aſſemvipof the, Elarclt of Jeruſalem and off the out 
From: 1 the;Churchof Antioch alone; that were farve remutegach 
from other, and eletively now met : Nor '«re'we for the preſent convig- 
cedthat the Aj poſtles to the enilto make this a Precodlent of Fachd formal 
dryers did al & cheraſu as .Ordinary Plders, aud mt out of Apoſtolicall 
widance & Bat we rather concfue(if owe wonld ould linfrods 
ie | . _ 
tht c nin Ab Jatling from them thut influence | 
( tba ſuperim.Spher Ye Ap:ſtles- who were then preſent had huthis-t 
«tlon)1histo bave been a Confultation(as the learned: Arethor derb<6 
pledge it th avebeene inits firſt\ oviginall, onely riſing up to. be u 
_ Ganzrall Conncell 2 Las ang preſenre;; they being. Eldica ofa the 
_ 2 or. if you" will, a reftevence by way. of: Arbitrdfion for 
ef that great contraverfie Fiſen ict g them 'at Antioch, 


7 t0'bee too di or themſelves ; ant fo tobe a mar- 
rentinderd forall. ſuch waierof communion between all. or ny, e/pe- 
| and upd like occaſions to bve Ordinances 
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"y ' To the Reader. 
reaſons for this, wee are now many waies bound up from giving the accompt of, in 


this way,and at this ſeaſon ;, But over ok ſhould have beene [ſo ingended as the 
| ERny Axthor judgeth, and. the Apoltles to have atred therein az ordinary El- 


ders, jet the Lines of that proportion of power that couldbee Conv /IO that pate \ 
terne worldext no further 4 hen 4 Minjſteriall Doftt rs power, &c g 1 ſuch 
e Aſſemblies, which we willingly grant. Andit may bee obſerved With phat a wary 
eje and exalt ayme hee takes the latitude and elevation of that. power there held 
forth, not daring to. attritute the leaff either for kind or degree,then what that ex<- 
ample Warrants, which was at utmoſt but a Dottrinall aecernement . both of the 
truth of that controverſie they'were conſulted in; as al[p the matter of fat? in thoſe 
$hat had tamght rhe contrary, as belyers of them and ſubverters of the faith ; wi 
ont fo much as brandiſhing the ſword and power Fi E xcommunication ,ag ain ft thoſe 
high and groſſe delinquents,or others,that ſhould not obey them by that Epiſtle, 
Onely #n the laſt. place for the further clearwng the difference of the peoples intreſt 
(which the reverend Author uſually calleth Liberty ſometimes Power )& the El- 
dersru'e a4 authority (which makes that fickt diftribution of Church-power in 
particular Congregations) as /ik:wiſe for the #Hluſtration of that other allotment 
of Miniſterial do&rinal. power i» a» aſſociation or communion of (,hgyrches as ſe= 
vered from the power of Excommunication(which zs the ſecond, ) We take the 
bolanes to caſt a weake beame of cur aimme light upon tither of theſe, & to preſent 
how theſe have layne ſtated in our thoughts , to this end that wee may haply 
prevent ſome readers miſtake, eſpecially about the former. For the firſt , we con- 
cezve theElders and Brethren in each Congregation, as they are uſually i 
the New Teſtament thus mentioned asſtinfHy apart, and thu when their na 
ting together 3g {poken of, ſo they make in each 005, 6; lan two aiſtintt intreſfbs 
( though meeting in one Aſſembly) as the intreſt of the Common-Councell or b0- 
dy of the people in ſome Corporations,is diſtintt from that of the company of Al- 
dermen; /o as without the conſeut and concurrence of both nothing is eſteemed 4s a 
Church att, But ſo asin this company of Elders, this power is properly Autho- 
rity z but 54 the people 5s apriviledge or power , An apparent difference betweene 
theſe tWo 5s evident to us by this. That two or three or more ſele(t perſons ſhould be 
 prtinto an Office and betruſted with.ap intire intreſt of power for a multitude, to 
which that multitude ought (by a command from Chriſt) to bee ſubjeft and obe= 
dient as to an ordinance to 69, them in their conſent and in whoſe ſentence the ul- 
ware We Miniſteriall att of "ou or loofing ſhonld conſiſt: this power muſt 
needs bee eftetmed and acknowleaged in theſe few ta have the proper nation and cha- 
ratter of Authority, 2 comparsſon of that peWer (which, muſt yet concurre with 
theirs ) that is 41 4 Shoe body or multitude of men, who have a greater and neerer 
intereſt and concernement in thoſe'affaires, over which theſe few are ſet as Rulers, 
T bis asfference of power doth eaſily appeare in cemparing the ſeverall intereſt 
of Bather «nachild, 5» his diſpoſement of her -in marriage, and ber conturrence 
with hins therein, ( although we intend not the paralell between the things thim- 
Ws. > ROS" | _ : |; 


. — 


* y 4 - , h , dt Nath | -Y - Sib | ae by '&, 
F EIT TT NEE IE 3 OE TOP, I : 
: « EL BIR Fine tb. in od "*eb ef | 
v , Fe 5 > oy * o-. & Wm , 
þ : , ry \ + *% « % £5 _ 
'N-. i 4 "7" - 4 
4 » y.% "oo. . 


v 
- 
- 


4 3 


. ” _ _ 
. $ 
; , 
'F «4 | = 
. . '4'P 4's £1 s * ( 


The Bike difference would appeave'if 
: in 


ſary toall 


 Concernement. 


4 

be look'r 
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| ore placed a Rule and Authority in thoſe O fricers ouer Them, hot azreft- 
. ing onely bur binding : ſo as not Wy nothing (in an ordinary way of Church £0. | 
wernmont) ſhould be done Without them, but not eſteemed validly doxe junle(ſe done 
by them, «Aud thus by meanes of this duc and golden Kurt ine ant{ poyfing of 
wer and intereſt. , eAnthority and Priviledge , wEltets avdthe Brethren, 

_ . this Government might neither degenerate into Loralyneſſe arial oppreſſion in Ru- 
ders over the Flocke,, as wot having all power in theif hands alone; nor yet into 

- Anaychy andconfufion inthe F Fn among themſebves,& ſoas alt things belong- 
ing to meng conſeiences might be, tranſatted to common eagjwation, & ſarisfaftzon. 

| ; pr ſecond; Let it not ſeeme a paradoxe that a Winiftexiall ono An- 
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thority ſhould :be found ſevered from that power of Exco 
;, ;fot obcyed,' Every Mimifter and Paſtor bath 4: 
[ i Doftrmall : #nthority re pes whole Chapgh th ge , nd 
very pey/on4n it, toinftruR, rebuke, exhort with al{ authority : By reaſon 
which obeſe waier him are bound to phey him tn the Lord, net ouly pe fone 
| by vertueof the matter of the commanas , in that they axe the cummuandy of 
© Chrifhi( for fo. he ſhould fpenke with nomoreautbority then any -orber man, yea 
«Child, who [peaking a trurh owt of the Word, fhronld leadeus, nn 
ſpeakes ; ) Bur further , by reaſon of that Miniſteriall anthority which {hriſt 
hath endowed him withall, þ 15 tobe look't at by them as au Ordinance of His, 
over them and towards them, : «And yet he alone hath not the authority of Ex- 
communticationin him,toinforce his Dottrine if any doe gaineſay it : | Neztber 
therefore 4 this authority ( as in him conſrdered) $0:be judged vaine and ſruit- 
lefſe aud ineffetuall, to dravy men:to obeazence. NTT 
Neither let it ſeeme Strange, that the po\Wver of this Cenſure, of cutting men off, 
and delivering them to Satan (* which the poſi tive part ( and indeed the con- 
troverfie betwixt us & others, )ef Excommunication 1yes) ſhould be infeperably 
linked by Chrift unto a particular Congregation, 4s #he prop: native FE 
hereof,{o a» that no Aſſembly or company of E\ders juſtly preſumed and granted to 
be more wiſe & jadicsons ſhonld aſſume'it to themſelves,or ſever the formall pow. 
& thereof from the particular Congregations." For thonghit be hard to give the 
reaſon of Chriſts inſtitutions.Yet there is uſually in the Wayes of humane Wiſedom 
andreafon ſomething analogous thereunto.-which may ſerve toilluſtor ate;if not to 
1*ſtifie ths diſperfton of intreſts; And ſo (if We miſtake not ) there may be found 
even-of this inthe wiſedone ofour eAnceſtogrs,'in the conſtitutions of this King- 
aome;The ſentencing to death of any ſubjeft in the Kingdomegasit i the higheſt 
cavill puniſhment, ſo of all other the neereft and exatteſt-paralell tothiin ſpiritu- 
. alls, of cutting a ſonle "off and. delrvermg it to Saran yet. the power of this high 
- Judgement 1s not put -into the hands of an eAſſembly of Lawyers -onely , no not of 
all the Judges themſelves men ſelefted for wiſedome, faithſullneſſe, and. gravity, 
Who yet are by office: deſigned to have an mereſt\ hertin; But when they upon any 
fpeciall (anſe of difficulty , for councell and direttion in ſuch judgements doe all 
weete (as ſometimes they doe) :Yet they have not power 'to-pronounce this ſentence 
of aeath npon any man Without the conrmrrence of 4 Fury of his Peeres, which are 
. of his owne ranke ;, and in Corporations, of ſuch -as are Tnbabitantsof the ſame 
place : And With a Jury of theſe (men, of themſelves nat ſuppoſed to be fe. kilfull 
inthe LuWwes, &c. )rwo Judges, yea one, with erher Fuſticeson the Bench bath - | 
poWer to 'adjndge and provounce that which all of them ;and all the Lawyers in this = 
Kingdome together, have not Without a Fury. And Wwe of this Nationtsſe to ad- . | 
wire the care-and Wiſedanm of onr Anceſtors herein, & do eſteeme this priviledge of, Þ 
the Subjeft inthis_par ticular (peculiar to our Nation) as one of the glories Four a] 
Lawes, and doe make boaſt of it as ſuch a liberty and ſecurity to cath perſons lifes, |} 
| a : 05 FE, 5 M8 20 
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ure Wt On eo And What ſhould be the rea- 
mſtitution but this (Whichin the beginning we inſiſted on) the d;ſ- 
Wer into ſeuerall hands, which incaphal matters , every mans tryall = 
wine throngh ; whereof the one ſhould have the tye of like common intreſt 

them upto faithfullntſſe ; as the other ſhould have rkill and wiſedome to 


1 kand of Afſociation,fraternity,yea or meigh- 
he common caſe of men alike ſnbjeFted to 
; there 4s alſo the ſpeciall advantage 
of. an exatt knowleage of the fatt in the hainons circumſtances thereof, yea, and 
{-in theſe caſes) of the ordinary converſation of the prrſon offending, / 
We need not inlarge in the x) gn of this ; Although a as 8 Aſſembly, 
as more wiſe aud able than a few Elders with 
their ſingle Congregations,and accordingly may have an bigher dofrinall power, 
( 4 Power properly, and peculiarly ſuited to their Abilities, )in caſes of difficalty,to 
determine and dee Congregations in their way ; yet Chriſt hath not betruſted 
them with that power Hee ath done the Congregations yz becauſe they are ab- 
Fratted from the people : «And ſo one Tribe of men concerned in all the fore- 
enentioned reſpefts is wanting, which (hriſt would have perſonally concurring not 
by aclegation or repreſentation alone , not to the execution only, but. even: tothe 
legall {ſentence alſo of cutting men off , as iz the former ps and wiſftance 
may bee obſerved, Yea, and the higher and the preater the aſſociation of the 
Presbyteries are,the farther are they removed from the people, and although you 
mt ght have thereby a greater helpe, in that Juridicall knowleage of the Rule, to 
be proceeded by : yet they are in a further diſtance(and difinabled therby) from that 
Preciſe praQtique knowleage of the Fatt and frame of ſpirit in the perſon tranſgre- 
-ſſing,. eAnd Caſe s may be as truely difficult and hard to bee decided from obſcuri.. - 
tie, and Want of light into the Circumſtantiation of the Fatt, ava perſon: in 
which it was committed, and by him obſtinately perſifted in ; as of the. Law it ſelf, 
Other conſiderations of like Wi 2 might here be added, if not for. jo. ang 
(Which we do not here intend) yet.the clearing of this particular; As alſo. to demon- 
ſtrate that that other way of proceeding by withdrawing communion ts moſt /x- 
table to the relation, that by (hriſts endowment all (harches. [43 06 toWards 
another , yea and wherein the leaſt (being a boay to (hriſt) doth ſtand unto all : 
But we ſhould too much exceed the bounds of an Epiſtle, and too long detayve the 
Reader from the fruitfull —_—— labour of the worthy Authour, - © 
The God of peace and truth , ſantsfie all-the truths .in4t, to all thoſe holy ends 
(and through his grace much more) which the holy and peaceable ſpirit of the Au- 
thor did intends K-n4 v5 w in — 
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M Apoſtolicall power caded Gifroal coul churches ruch 4 
any one. Their line went out in: allthe warld old, (Pſal.r; 


th Reps, to.) akna 5 


- p23 


TX 


" andthe pant thee. 


bapy vin haworls; "Mas.28, 19; So Lorne 

| reg: oe ae Shy Lentof Ch) 
Jon 21 2. 1s power, centring a 
PEERS man, andextending ir ſelf forth to the cir- 
. aunfereice of all churches, as  hieAgdiice werethe firſt ſubje& of it, 

fo weretheyalſothelaſt; Neverthelefſe'that ampleauduniverſall 


4 laticudeof -power, which was.conjo —_— them, is now-divided 
Even by t falves amor og ithoo chrchey andall the officers'of 
":thech ynrdbrloanws cn church attending the 


tg ofrhe pandeulot thr eds chem by vertue of their 
office, and yer pin 7, og other churches, 
THOR WG ts mutually Ito one-anotherin the Lord. 


In \ Propoſ " Wikenthedhurch ola abader congregation walk- 
eh ES eihe in the truth and peace, the Brethren of the church arethe 
HIT &r) <-prywin.Ahon ee il CAFR of el bnrth Jaws 

rig ah rare of all cherch-power 
<tullzabecxerciled within themſelves, whether in the ele&ion 

pe ordination of officers, or in the cenſure of offenders i in their 


| ;own-body.;: 
.: Of rhis Propoſition there be three Brawcher : x. Thatthe Brethren 
of a; particular church: of a:Co tion, are the firſt ſabjefs of 


liberty/:-2: That che Elders ofa particularchurch, areche 
of.church-authoriry': -3- Thar both the Elders and 


'Brethy and ei g together in truth-and peace, 'are the 
| firſt _ of h-power, needfull to be exerciſed i in their 
oven $11 07.99 


.thatthe key.o ofjcl ich-priviled or! liberty: is given tothe 
Bre ren of rhe church, and ru ate Lp T the El- 
ders of the church, hath been deelaredabove, in Chapr, 3. Burthar 
rheſe are the firlt fubjefts of theſe keys; ; and firſt the church the firſt 


os of liberrys tny.appearcthus; 
power or 'liber- 


5a the-xemovallief)anyformer ſubjeFrof this 
qm whenceithey.might derive it.” If the: Brethren of the con- 
SrAganon, were: not: the firſt-ſubje&:of their church-liberry,'then 
they, dexived_1t either fadgi! their own: Elders, or fron "other 
churches.,; Bar,;rhey- derived-ir-tive. from! their own Elders: for 
theybad ;power and libexty/to-chooſe their own Elders, as Harh 
a ts dy, and:rhetefire Gl 'had this liberey before 


they 


NE ob me x5- that the | 
Got dmactborawedn of their libertics fromvhe Sytod 


_ Nr from-rhem, and'de- 
conetabimemofcl way 00:00 mp 
p_ w ED — < or ruth) A 7 I 7 5 an wk. in conſolation 


_— intheir negiegof ge aq ney EDT 


cons. | For _ ror Oe = of 
Epbeſws, (Av, 20.28;!)"'F; Po your 0 b, 
ever which the Holy Gheft hath meds yon over-ſpers 
- 2. The fameappearethfrom the gifr of ru xe deſpecially 
inanElder, nes pget th which: they they are not of eleAor! to that 
office in the church, 1 Tim. 3,4, 5. He aſt be one that ii able to 

rule well big ewe beſe,or cli how ſhall be order the churchof God? 

The nh nit ft of rule is not totheadmiſion of inde; ona 
TURK: nats thealotlh f anElder:” Ifapr ivace brether 
beat 6 wetiable Feat agar arab Regs 0x courage) ro ro- 
rule bis ewn houſe, « will not juſtly debarre him-fromencrance 


ro the church ; oe debar a verge 
Qion to the office of an Elder, Neither 


God given a ſpirit of 
| rule 


b 


*» 


35 


ryle and ordinaril to the er part ofthe dy of 
pag Sear, hers, here er bach he givei; them the firl 


ctitotthe key of Antioritis to whoth he Hack nor giver 


 Ifie whe ; How can the brethren of the Chutch inveſt att 
Elder with tale ver them, if = apr not «agree of nile i in them 
ſelves 16 eofumunivare to him? | 

b vehafing ei theof- 


inveſthim wick Aepartly 
fice which hath inreſted with rule; Norte by ptofeſling their 


own-ſubje&tion to him | in theLord: which by the rule of Relatives 


doch inctffanily inferr preferre:the duthoritic of the Elders 
over them. For in fubje' citherſetup; or acknow- 
ledge Atthoritiein hin), ro whom they yeeld ſabjeRtion. 


-Ob; 2. The body' of tlie C is the Spoult of Chriſt; the 
Lambs wife,and onghtnot the wife to ile che ſervants and ſtewards 
1nthe hdnſe ay” 7 Pong hef? Is ir not-meet that the key es of 
Anthoritie r pirdle ratherthenart theits ?- 

Anſiwv. Thete i i diffetenceto be pur between Queens, Prin- 
ceffes, Ladigs of greatHonor,(foch as the Church is to Chriſt, P/z). 
45+ 98) oor tufwives, pobre mens wives. Queens abd 
> ror keve (crerdl] offices and-officers for every:buſinefle 

about the hoſe, as Chainderlams, Scewards, Treekurers, 
Comptrollers, Vſhers, BayB,Groomes,and Porters; who have 
all the anttioriticof otdering the affairs of their Lords houſe .in 
rheir hands. There is not a key left inthe ohand of zuy office, 
bur onely of power and libertie to call for  wanteth aCcor- 
ding to theKitgs royill allowance : which if Me exceed,the offi- 
cov Dower to reſttain her by order from the King...Bur coun- 
Hſu, povore mens "Mew whoſe husbands haye' no 
Bayliffy or Stewards, to:overſte.ubd otder. their eſtates, 
wg few gy cory hehe of any office at their own girdles, which 
he husband keeperh nor in hisown hand, Not wob-<" ore huf- 
wiveshave- greater authoritie in the houſe then Queens; bur be- 
caaſt of their poverry andmean eſtate , they ate faintobe in. ſtead of 


KG ke to1 theit husbands, 
rarall 


Obj3. The ynartrall, is the firſt Cubj e& of all thens- 
power of any er ity the body gas the fcultie of ſight is 


firſt i &Body, before in the eye. 
- a Tt is not in them body (the Church )in allreſpeRt, 
al in the naturallbody. In the naturall body there be ol 5 


3 - >. fac 


0 of the ron oh Hinge Be eaven, 


rn grey a «OP! 
tel Gverall Codes of Ola ower, arenot ns rip 


in the body of Brethren; unleſſe ſoine bf chem hayie rhe gitts oe 
the officers, which oftenthey ave not, having neithey Prezbycers,! 


nor men fire to bePresbyrers. Now if hepower of the: Presbycery: 
to chof Brethren, as ſuch, primo &e per 
|, chen ir wouldbe ba Folly cue particular \Chnreh of Brethren:! 
For a. ad oma equentio, i : 
:Obj. 4. "Bur iris an'uſnall'renentin ofour beſt | Diviues, 
that the governmettofrhe Church is) 


lint y 51am Ark. 
woo rpc; d; the go-! 


_ Rtocracie, anda! 


vernment of the Church is ſoveraigr : andimonarchicall. ID rnd 
of the Rulebþy thePresbytery, ir is: dlyandAriſtocraticall : in 


regardof the peoplespowerin eletionsahd cenlures, it is Demo-: 
craticall :which arguerh,:the people: have ſome ſhock of MpSTOFs, 
power andau in the government ofthe Church, 1 
Anſw.' Ina la e ſenſe, Authorityafter , may be acknows- 
cdpetianks pay . As 1, when.a manaReth by colnſell accor-. 
dingto his own diſcerning freely, hets then ſaid $0jbe dontrats; 
Dominurſii cer.) Sothe peopleinal) cheats 0f liberty which, ey 
pur forth are Domini ſui:actur,Lords of their own/aftion, 
2. The people by rhe ;ra@voblibercy,asin eleftionef officers, and 
concurrency in cenſtreigPÞoffenders, and inthe Derermipation and 


Promul gation of-SynodallaA;rhey have great ftroke or power 
in the ordering of ha! drialre which thay be called zga1©; or pe= 
reſt2s,a PowtR ,which many:times goeth under rhe name of rule or. 


authoritie, bur in fpeech.ic is rather a privH{edge or libert 
then authoritie, ork been opened above. in Chap; 3. For no 4 
of the peoples power or liberey doth propefly hind;unſeRc fle the ays: 
thoritieof the Presbyrery conchr with its: | | 
_ 3. A thirdargument whereby it may apptarthat the Elders of a. 
particular Chureh are the firſt {ub} etof auchoricie in chat Church, 
1s taken from the like remoyall of other ſabjeQs, fromwhence they | 
might be thought ro derive their authoritie, azwas uſed before to 
prove the Church-of Brethren wasthe firſt ſubje& of their own lt- 
dertic in their own Congregation, The Elders of Churches are ne- 
ver found-inScripture to deriverheirauthority w they exerciſe 
; in their owncongregation, either. from the of other real 
FP YG 


4 ad thi" -pomer thereof. FLY Ny JT 
ches;or ffronany Synod of Churel es.'ANM particular Churches ant! 
all th&'Elders'of them arevt equall poiver, cach'of themreſpeRtive- 
ty in their own Congregations. None of theth eall others rheir 
Rabbies, or Maſters; or Fathers ( in reſpe& of any authoritie over 
them) bur alloftheni own and acknowledge one another as fellow 
prodiueny Aar34/$yg 107. = 
_ -[Andthoughin a Synod they have received power from Chrift, 
- and fromhis preſence in the Synod, to exerciſe Authoritie in impo- 
fing burthens (ſuch as the holy Ghoſt layeth Jupon all Churches 
who odre peclens with them, A#. 15.28. (for the Apoſtles 
were Elders in all Churches)yet' the Elders of every particular 
 Charch:, when they-walk with the brethren of their own Church - 
in light and peace, they need not eo; derive'from 'the Synod any 
power to impoſe the'ſame, or the like barthensupon their owne 
Churches. For. they have received apower and charge from Chrift, 
ro teachand command withall authoritiethe whole counſellof God 
unrotheir Is And the-people diſcerning the ghtofthetrath 
delivered; and walking in” peace with their Elders, they readily 
you obedicnce to their Over-ſeers, in wharſoever they ſee and” 
r by themcommended tothem fromthe Lord. ND 6 
-:3.\ Now wecome to the third brancb'ot the third Propofition, 
which was this. That the Church of a particular congregation, El-' 
ders and: Brethren walkingand joyning together in truth and peace, 
are the firſt abje&tof all Charch-power, needfull to be exerciſed 
within themelves,whether inthe eleQion orordinrtion of officers, 


or inthe cenſure 6foffenders'in their own body: © 
 The' rruth hereof*'may appear by theſe Arguments. 1- In poinr 
of ordination. From the cotapleat integritic of a Miaiſters calling - 
(even to the ſatisfaftion of his own and the peoples conſcience): 
whenboth the Brethren andithe Elders of the: particular Church 
wheretohe is called, have putforch the power which belongeth to - 
them about him, As, when the Brethren of the Church have choſen 
him to office,and'the Presbyterie of the Church have laied their - 
handguponhim':andboth of them in their ſeverall afts! have dae- 
he pop the inward miniſteriall gifts whereunto God: hath: fur-/ 
niſhed him : he maythen look act himfelf as called by the holy 
Ghoſt, to exerciſe his ralenes inthar office amongſt item, and the 
people may and ought to receive him, asſent of God tothem: 
 Whatdefe& may be found inſuchacall, when the Brethren exe - 
exciſe their lawfulllibertie, andthe Elders their lawfull authority, 
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W- of the Keysof the Ling of Heer, 
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oR Poul left the 


in many C 
=— T yr 5s ps» ncp08 by Timothy, 


in. Epheſus, he 


ego 1's 


DEER , enough hathbe Rey hem 5-vY 
pretence 0 many god- 
ly learned iltorctobs,afpoctal ly of later tim 47% 
-The ſfamme cometh to th CGG I That Timothy and 
Titny did nos Eg Elders eng: es as Bihops, bur as 
Evangeliſts. Timothy is cxpre 44p0g I at Evitgelſt, 2 435« 
And Titzsis as cleatly decyphered to be an Evangeliſt as Timothy, 
by the charaQters of a1 Evangeliſt, which either Scripture hoderh 
forth, or E#ſebiu1noteth in his Eoelefteſt, biftor, lib; 3.cap «37. Gre 
cap. 31; Late Not to be limitedto a certain Church, but to follow 
the Apoftles, finiſhing their work in planting and watering Chur- 
ches, where they came. They did indeed otdain officers where they 
wanted, and cxerciſcd juriſdiion (as the Apefiles did ) int feverall 
Charches ; yer with the reſt of the Presbyterie te,and ine preſeice 
of the whole Chareh, t Tim, 5. But for the continuance of this of- 
fice of an Eyangeliſt in the Church, there is no dire&ion in the Epi- 
ſtles either to Timotby or Tirns, or atty whiereele iti Scrivtares 
2, Concluſion, Thoſe Bifhops whoſe callings or offices in the 
Church, are fer forth inthoſe Epiſtles to be continued ; they are al- 
rogether Synonyma with Presbyters,732.1.5,7- 2 Tim.3. 1.t07. 
3. Concluſ. We oqpmgnet 11 Ron Charch, Phil, x. r. 
At, 14.23, and Chap. 26, 17, 28, Te. 1. 7. but not of niahy * 
on HT: efſeall theChurches i na large Diocefle.)to one 
oP. 
+ CondlaC There is no tranſcendent proper work, cut out, or 
relcryed for ſuch atranſcendent officer asa Dioceſan Biſhop chrongh= | 
 eutthe New Teſtament. The tranſtendentafts reſerved eo him by 
the Advocates of Epiſcopacie, are Ordination and Turifdiftion, 
Now boththeſe are afts of Rule. And Paul to T imotby acknow- 
ledgethne Rulers in the Church above Paſtors and Teachers, who 
labour inword and doarine,but rather Paſtors and Teachers above 
- them. The Elders (faith he Jrhat rule well; are worthy of doable 
ron eſpecially they that labour in word and doftrine. 1 
ESR, 
y Concluf. When after the Dad of the Paſtors by- 
| way 


way of eminence was called Biſhop for order fake, yet for man) 
' yeershedidnoa@of power, but x With conſent of the Prezbyte” 
 rie, 2 Withconſenr, andin rhepreſence of the » - tg6 As is ng” 
ted out of Exſebive, Ecclefiaſt, Hiſtor, kb, 6, ta, 43; Gr. cs, 35. Lat: 
Cyprian Epift, hb. 3. Epiſt. 10. & kb, 1, Epift 3. Caſanb, adverſus Bu 
renin, exercitat. 1 5, num, 28. | 
When it is alledged out of Hierome to confirm the ſame, that in 
the primitive times, Communi Prerbyterorum confilio, Ecclefie guber- 
zabanter, Itis a weak and pooreevafion, to pur ir off with obfer- 
ving, that he ſanth, Communi Prerbyterorum conſis, not anthoritate, 
For 1, No authoririe is due to Presbyrers over the Biſhop or Paſtor, 
nomotre then-to the Paſtor over them, They are ovungroPuinge,, fel- 
low-Elders, and coequall m authoritic. And 2. when Hierome 
faith, The Churches were governed by the common counfell of 
them all ; It argticrh, nothing was done again their counfell, bur 
all wich it, etſe it mighe be faid, the Biſhop governed rhe Churches 
with the commen counſcl! of Presbyters, ro wit, ask<d, but nor fol- 
lowed. And that wonld imply a contradiftion to Hieroms teſtimo- 
_ tofaythe Churches were governed by the ſole authoritie of 


,and PE one asking the common counſell of the 
Presbytere.. For'in asking their counſell, and not following ir, the 
Biſhop ſhould order and govern the Churches againſt rheir coun- 
ary 4 von Sera gy were governed by cont counkll 
of Presbyters, andagainſt the common counſell of Presbyters, are 
of Preebyrers, andagginlt che co Preabyrers, 


 - 2;. For a fecond Argnment; to prove that the Brethren of the 
_ Clurchofaparticular congregation, walking with their Elders in 

wunch and peace, arethe fir ea of all thar Church power which 
is needfull to be exerciſed in their own body : It is taken 

Fromehicir indifpenſable andindependenc power in Church cen- 
fares,The cenfarethat is ratified in heaven cannot be diſpenſed with. 
all, nor reverſed by any power on carth. Now the cenfure that is 
adminiſtredby the Church of a particular congregation, is ratified 
in Heaven, For fo faith the Lord Teſus- rouching the” power of 
_ Church cenfires, Iatth, 18. 17, 18, If the offender refuſe ro 
bear thi Chureh, let bim be $0 1bet as a beathen and « Publican, V erily F 
ſay unto you, Whaiſoever ye ſhall bind on earth, ſhall be bound in Heaven: 


and whatſoever ye ſhall looſe on earth, ſhall be leoſed in beaver, 


gainſt this Argument from chis Text many objeMtons are wont- 
bi made, butnone that will hold. ot; 
| ; ; : 4 
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erh -rheir cenfure; .in a Jewiſh phraſeyco 9ccourit a 
man. as an Heathens - Pohlicen, TE SU KORITSD 
Anſw. 1. "The Chriſtian C Churchchooght wasnotthen oxrane, 
yet the Apoſtles knew as well what  Churchin,AZar.18, 
17- 7-19 or onde ood what he nghi ELD 
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Wil Role 3. Tei isnot ron Chriftwo | fond "IETM 
, to _naake complaint, of their offences to the: Jewiſh Synagagues : 
| - Forgthy firſt, Is irlikely;he would ſend his Lambs and, Sheep, for 
right. and jan ee 5 Wolves and Tigres?, Both thelr Sanhe. 
_ drim, and moſ elk: Xe ped were: ore Andif here 
Derimt alkeeF4d, 
of thetifelves 
© had aut the-/ews. al- 
+ Che iſs be Para beg 
ee "7 HE a O20] Avvish t 
apainſt: the argumcnr: from this Text, it inobjeatcd | 
That = :K FRA IS Meant the Biſhop, - or or ig.Compmillary 2: 
Arſw. 1+ One man is not.the Church, MOT! ; 
If ir beſaid, one man may repreſ:nra church; the reply: is: ready. 
One. man Cannot rex reſentthe-Church, unlefſe he/be fent forth by 
the Church; bur of is neicher the Biſhopnor his C OP Thivy: 
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_ > they IN. to Soom for the _ 
ftrucion- bf the is, for the mortifying corruption 
thazſhis foul patureunty intheday ofthe Lord Jeſs. Fourthly, 
when his ſoul cametobe bumble and penitenebþthe means of this 
ſentence;. Pan \increarerh the churth tortledſe and forgive him, 
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